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The school is alive with children working hard, learning hard and 

playing hard. The first week in school has been like magic for the 

children and like a warm hug for the team. I had such a wonderful 

celebration assembly with Year 6 this morning that gave me a 

welcomed moment and break from the madness of the cyber attack. 

The Year 6s were just a delight and celebrating their achievements 

this week was wonderful. The Year 5s and the Year 6s were both 

complimented by the ladies from Wonderfell Theatre Company who 

completed a series of drama workshops in school this week. The 

children themselves were very excited about the experience and 

wanted to share their learning with me when I popped around the 

classrooms. The Wonderfell Theatre will be returning to complete 

workshops across the school and hopefully develop a partnership 

and occurring events year on year.  This is very exciting!  

Little Canada also looks very exciting! The photographs and buzz 

from the messages I am receiving are lovely. I am so pleased that we 

were able to change the dates so that the children could still 

experience this lovely activity. I am even more pleased that every 

child is there. This is such a great team building opportunity for the 

classes to bond and grow ready for their year 5 year. My thanks to 

the team who have accompanied the children but also organised 

everything so quickly without the normal I.T. A fabulous job all 

round! 

Just a quick update on the I.T. challenges. We are hoping that our 

School Management System will be with us by Tuesday of next week 

and this will enable us to re-enter and check data to ensure it is 

completely up to date. Our Finance Management System is a little bit 

more complicated and is going to take a little bit more time to back 

fill before we can move on to the months missing since the attack. 

We are hoping that Office 365 and OneDrive will be installed in the 

coming weeks and by the end of this half term we will have a secure 

system in place ready to transfer to a new provider. I can only say 

that every day is an unknown at the moment and we are getting 

through it and supporting each other when it all feels a little tough 

and we celebrate when something works. It is definitely a 

rollercoaster of emotions!  

I am really pleased that as the week has progressed so the children, 

families and the team are familiarising themselves with the new 

routines and each other. This does take a little time and can feel a 

little chaotic when we first return but once established it will run 

very smoothly. I do feel it was the right decision to maintain our 

covid systems in school and assess the situation as we go along. For 

example, I had a conversation with Year 3 who felt that may be at 

half term it would be nice to have families back on site to collect the 

children at the end of the day, so this is our first goal to aim towards.  

 

 

We have a new provider for lunch in school and with any changes 

there is always a settling in period where things may not go to plan 

but we will address them as quickly as we can so that all the options 

are available, for example the pasta option is not in place yet and 

once it is we will let you know. The new menu we will assess as we 

go along and again change if we feel there is an option our children 

do not enjoy. On a positive we have our same amazing kitchen  team 

in place and some very cute new pudding bowls! I think there are 

some more lovely changes planned too.  

Continuing the theme of food, the children will experience tiredness 

and hunger on their return to school as their routines are different to 

when they are at home. I would encourage extra snacks to be 

brought into school (healthy of course!) and we would welcome 

donations for our fruit bowls in the classroom, especially for Years 

3—6 who do not receive the Free Fruit Scheme.  

Last night we had our first Trustee Meeting and I am pleased to 

announce that we have a new Chair of Trustees—Ian Carrington and 

a new Vice Chair of Trustees—Laura Augustus. I would like to take 

this moment to thank Karen Herbert-Duff—Chair and Jo Hunter—

Vice Chair who remain as Trustees but have supported the Trustees 

and the school with passion, dedication and love to make sure that 

the school continues to stand out in every way. Thank you so much 

ladies and thank you for staying around too! On that point we do 

have a vacancy or two to join our Trustees and if you would like to 

join this great group of people please get in touch, especially if you 

are an expert or knowledgeable in I.T!  

As mentioned on the email earlier in the week we are going to send 

out a form regarding October half term 2022 and I would be really 

grateful of your thoughts before we set next year’s dates.  

We are still hoping to get the Dates for the Diary out to you by the 

end of the week but as you can imagine things change and we want 

to at least get them to you without too many changes  needed. 

Curriculum jigsaws and Newsletters should also be with you as well 

as links to new teacher meetings.  

Finally, may I welcome Mrs Harrison and Mrs Garrett to our 

Lanesend Family and to let you know that we have Eve Carter, Chloe 

Whitehurst and Stef Wagstaffe who have already joined us for their 

teacher training course. I also have some lovely Year 1 families who 

would like to support our new Reception families in getting to know 

the school and helping you feel part of the Lanesend family. More 

information on this to come soon! 

I feel I have so much to share with you and not enough space so I will 

update in my Friday video and leave some bits for next week’s 

newsletter.  Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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What’s going on this week?  

Over the past two weeks the Paralympics have 
taken place in Tokyo, following the postponed 

2020 Olympics. The event has featured athletes 
with disabilities competing in 539 events, across 

22 different sports. Ahead of the games, 
Paralympics GB launched a campaign to make 

disabled people Impossible to Ignore. The 
initiative was developed after research showed 

Paralympic athletes are key to challenging 
perceptions of disability in the world of sport.  

Main question: 

Can the Paralympics help us become more 
inclusive of others?   

 

Reminder: Please 

remember to book 

and pay in advance 

for your child’s 

school lunch on 

School Money.  

Thank you. 
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